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CONCLVSION 
Of the Earle of Straffords De- 


fence, the twelfth of "_ 
1.6 41> 


. Y Lo.x ».s, there yet remaines another 
Miro: that I ſhould be guilty of ; the 

or expo + he ſubvert the fundamentall 
Laws of the Land, that they.ſhould-now be Trea- 
ſon, together , that is not Treaſon-in any one pare 
of Treaſon accumulative , that ſo ld all will 
not.doe, it is woven vp with others, it ſhould ſeeme 
very ſtrange. 


24S 
+ 


Under favour, my. Zerds, I doe not conceive 
thar there. is cither- Stature-Law., nor Common- 
Law, that doth declare the endeavouring to ſub- 
vert the fundamentall Laws to. be high Treaſon, | 


Bar neither Statute: Law , - nor " DPD Pl 
- written, that eveſ#h could heare of, declareth it ſo. 


And yer. I have been gen: to enquire, (as I 
| beleeve 


(? 


belceve.yop think it doth conicerne me todoe,) 


6 hard to be queitioned for life and honour, upon 
4 Law that cannot be ſhowne. 


C There is a rule which -I have learned from Sir 
Edward Cooke, De Hou apparentibus & non exittenti- 
b:4- eadems ratio, { Icfu ) where-hath this fire laine 
all this while , ſo many hundreds of: yeares with- 
out any ſmoake to difcover it , till it thus burſt 
forth ro conſume me and my children : extxreame 
hard in my opinion, that puniſhment ſhould.pre- 
cede promulgation., of a Law puniſhed by a Law 
fubſcquent to-the: Atts done *-- 8 


Take it into your conſiderations, for certainely 
it is now better to beuunder no law at-all but the 
' will of men, then--ro conforme our ſelves under 
the proteQion ofa Law as we thinke, and then be 
puniſhed for- a crime-that doth precede that Law, 
vhat man can be ſafe, ifthat be once admitted 2 


My ZLerds\, it is hard in another-refpe&; that 
chere ſhould-be no token. ſet upon this offence, by 
which we ſhould. know it, no.admonition by whicht 
we ſhould be aware of it. 


- Tf'a man-paſſe downe the Thames in a Boat, and 
:t.be:ſplir upon an anchor. andaBoy being {ct as 
a token that there is an anchor there, hat partie 
ihat-owes the anchor by the Maritine. Lawes, ſhall give - 


ſatiſe 


fatiefaftion for the dammage done ,” but if it were mars 
hed out, I muſt come upon my owne peril, * 


Now where is the marke upon this cryme., where i; 
the token that this is hich Treaſon ? 


If it be under water and not above water, no. humane 
provicence can availe-nor' prevent my deſtratiion. 


Lay aſide all humane Wiſedome, and let us reſt upon- 


divine Revelation, if you will condempne befwre you ſore» 
warne of the danger, 


| Oh-my Lords , may.your Lordſhips:be pleaſed 
to give that regard unto the. Pecrage of England , 
as never to-ſufter our ſelyes to be put on thoſe vice 


points, vpon ſuch conſtrutive interpretations, and - 
theſe are where Lawes are not clcare or knowne, ]. 


tfithere muſt be-a Triall of wits, I doe moſt hum» 


bly. beſeech. you, the ſubjet and matter may be ' 
in fomewhat elſe, then the lives-and Honours of - 


Pecres. 


My Lords, we findethat inthe primirive- times  - 


it the progrefſion. of the plaine Doctrine of the 
Apoſtles; they brought: the books of curious Arts , 
and burned them.” And fo likewiſe as:I'doe con- 
ceive, it will be wiſedome and providence in your: 
Lordſhips, for your poſterity, and the whole King- 
dome, to.caſt from you intothe fire theſe bloudie 
and moſt myſterious Volumes of conſtructive and. 


A 3 Ars - 


It is tow full 200, and 40. Jeeres , ſince ever any 


man was touched for this alleaged cryme (to this height ) 
_ before my ſelfe , we have lived happily to our ſelves. at 
 bome, and we have lived eloriouſly te the world abroad. 


| Let vs reſt contented with that which our Fa. 
thers left us , and not awake thoſe ſleepy Lyons to 
our owhe deſtructions ; by raking up a few muſty 
records that bave layen ſo many ages by the walls, 
quite forgotten and neglected, | 


May your Loraſhips be Nobly pleaſed , to. adde this 


_ $9 thoſe. other misfortunes befallen me. for my ſinnes, not 


for my T reaſons ; that a precedent ſhould not be derived 


' from me of that diſadvantage ( as this will be in the 
© conſequent to the whole Kingdome ) I beſeech you ſeri- 


ouſly to conſider it, and let not my particular caſe be (06 


looked on as you doe; though you wound me in my in- 


 tereit in the Common-wealth, and therefore thoſe Gentle« 


men ſay, that they ſpeake for the Commonwealth , yet 
in this particular I indeed ſpeake for it , and the incon- 
vznietices and miſchiefes that will beavily fall upon us ; 
for as it 7s in 4 1. of, Henry the fourth, no man wi 

after know what to doe, or. ſay, for feare. 
"Jo | $ Doe 


(© 
Doe not put-( my Lords ) ſo. grea: aifficulries upon 


the Miniſters of ſtate, that men of Wiſedome, kononr, 


and vertue, nay not with chearsfulntſſe und [afety , be. 
impleyed for the pablike, if you weigh and meaſure 
them by graines and ſcruples, the publike affaires of 
the Kingdme ail yi F.y my no man witl med- 
dle with them, that hath honours, iſſues, or any fortunes 


to "aſes 4 


. My Lords, I have now: troubled: you, longer 

then I ſhould have done, were it not for the inter- 
cſt of thoſe deare pledges,a Saint in heaven hath 
_ me; I ſhouldbe loath my Lords, ( there he ſtop- 
ped.) KEY 


What '1 forfeitiformy Telfcitionotiveg, but 
that my ndiferction forfeit For-my-Chuld , - 
it even woundeth me deepetotheveryſonle, - 


* 
C 


You will pardon | my infirmity 5 ſomething I } 
ſhould have ſaid , but-1, amznor-ablesfand fighed) - 
therefore let it paſſe,” Dn One | 


And now my Lords, Thave been by the bleſſings ho: 


of Almighty God taught, that the afflitions of - 
this life preſent, are not to be compared tothe eter- 


nall weight of glory that. ſhall be revealed tous * 


hexeafter. 


And ſo, my Lords, even ſo:with tranquillity of | 
k min 


3% 


( ) 
mind, 1 doe fiubmit my elfe freely and clearely 
eq your Lordſhi s judgements wed whee f 

* ther that righteous judgement ſhall 
. berg life or death, 


. 
* % 


Te Down Laudeamus , te -Domingm 


Conficemur. 


MASTER __ 
PIM MES SPEECH 
T © 


THE LORDSTN 
PARLIAMENT, 


Sitting in VVeſtminſter Hall, 
the twelfth of April, 
1.6 4 1. 


9 Bai 
- ov ls tp art avs fon elſared] 


MASTER PIMMEsS 


Speech to the Lords.in Par. 


llament, fitting in VVeſt- 


.minſter Hall, the twelfth 
_ of Aprill.. 1641, 


et My Lords , 


Ry Herehach beewemoch rime' ſpent to- 
Mg! prove our Charge, and your Lord- 
| dhip#linve! heard my Lord of Srrat- 

Ifordsdefencewirtias tmuclpiricnte; 
($1 You have. alſo heard: onr Eviderice 

————— lummedup whereby-wchave proved 
_ that hoharh by rrayterons words Comiſtts andaRi- 
ons; traytetouſly” endevouttdÞtor -ſobvert-cite flinda- 
 menrall Lawes'of England and Tieland; and in-ſtrad! 
thereof,to introducean arbitrary mnd*yrannicall g0- 
vernment againſt Law. This (my Lords)-is that gay 
ſonowsArrow-thatharh tainted his'Bfoud!thisisthac 
Cupot: deadly wite thiar tiarh intoxicared hitn, | 


My Lords, Ir comes to m ſharetoſhew you how 
miſchicvonawAcbor Treafontris by that Favttfac 
he-hattiappealedunto,whiehis the ſupremeLaw(to 
wit) publike good, for his Poſition-wasthis, TharS#- 
lus Papel iS Suprems Lex. All Lawes are derived —_ 
[Bz tis 


this as its Fountaine, and end heere. as its -proper 
Center: Andrhoſe Agions that are oppoſiterothis 
arc againſt Law. , © oe 


Firſt, My. Lords , It is-ſuch an offence as compre- 
hendsall offences,fuch a Treafon ascomprehends all 
treaſongs, 


The earthfmy Lords)is a Seminary of all lowers; 
ſo. is this a Seminary of all offences. 


My Lords, this. Law puts a difference betwixt 
zqodand evill;ztake away the Law- ('my.Lords ) and 
Nature becomes a Law toit ſelfe. As Pride will be a 
Law, Luſt will-be a Law,Rapine a Law, Treaſon, a 
law, which Lawes haveruled in trelandever fince my 
Lord came thither. .. 


Takeaway the-Kings protectionfrom thepeople, 
& you take away the, peoplesallegiance to the King. 
Prerogative is the bounds of libertie,and (my Lords} 
they muſt not conteſt oneagainſt another. ;. | 


My Lords; Lbeſcech you confider, yo haveall un- 
der this cuſtodie;and if you-take away this; you take. 
away your goods, liberties and lives. 


, My Lords; he Taich that Ireland was 8 conquered 
Nation,why 2 were notall Nations conquered 2 Ew- 
eland, Wales &c,. .. 


The 


The next isthis,thar iris an offence full of danger 
- tothe Kings perſon and Crown, irnourtſhethdiflen- 
 titonandtumults in apeople. If you confiderthe hi- 
ſtorjeSof the Nations under arbitrary government, 
* you ſhall findehem full of cruelty and bloudy Maſ- 
facres; yea, 1f you plenſoxagerue our Ettgliſh -hiſtg- 
ries,youthall inde thar when Arbitrary government 
was ſet up, how many Kings fell bran & bloudy 
hands; which is fearefull to relate, - IS 


' Thirdly ;my Lords, Ir-is dangerous rotheKing, 
Firſt, in xeſpe&@ of his honour, Secondly, in reſpet of 
his profir,& Thirdly; inzeſpeRof his greatneſle ; yet 
all theſe have beene put on upon theface ofthis trea« 
{on as ſo many vizards, canirþe (my Lords) for the 
Kings honowr,to have his Miniſters to lay althe fault - 
opon the King*To kill, to impriſon,to uſe Rapine;, to 
levie warreagainft hispeople,and toruine the Statey 
and then all theſe diſhonourable aQs'ro be:layd on. 
che King 7 Is thisfor the Kings: honour? : | 


Secondly,itis contrary to his profit, for if there be -/ 
nor at affetionate fupply from: the people to the - 
_ King, heecannever grow in-his revenue. - | 


Nay; this (my Lords )is the Kings moſt eertaine* 
Revenue, that ifſues from the affeRion of his progess 
for other Revenue; as Lands, or the like , are ſub- 
jetro many Inconveniences, to many ſubſtracions * 
and penſions,bur this is free and wholly to himſelte, 
chele fourteene yeares paſt, ſince there hath beene an vg 

B3 unhappy - | 


oe 
unhappy ceſſation of Parliamentary proceedings,the 
King harh had lefſe revenue, &ir doth himfeffegood. 


;  Nay,there hath beeno more wanting to the King, 
than many'ycares before. Againe, itisunproficable, 
and rhatis worſe, forthe King loſt by it, for ic hath 
colthim theſ&two- yearesmore than it coſt-Queene 

_ Elieabethinalllhorwarres in Ireland and Spaine, yea, 
(I feare ) more thattisto be repayredin anage. + 


21 Vidodine woggotapeb greatneſlegthe Worlds a ſo- 
cictie of: Kingdomes, andir isNarenough for a King 
_ tobegreatarhome, butto.cquall/his fellow:Princes 
abroad: Nay tobeabove themin honour and. Maje» 

_ tis, i» Richesangglory 1 © TI 


Burt my:Lorgds rhale-Canaſcls af. late that haye bin 
ſiren Ins Majeſty,haye rendred-him conrcmpribleto 
_ hiscneniics,uſcleflc rg his diſtreſſed friends, and had. 
they not beenexprevented, intime would! have mage 

- himuncapable of any defigne at home or abroad. 


A faurth Confidexationis this, myLords, it.is de» 
 ftruAive rawealth agd:;valour; ir corruprs our, peace; 
and in peace,makes us have the maligniries of warre, 
and forwealth , who will vearure his. goads, life; his 
| libertjein thaway of trading and;Commerce, when: 
heknowes not upon, the, rexurneof; it, whertherir be: 

+ £ hisOWneor:nots y 


r Nay,my ;Lords, it imbaſet h, the ſpir its, and,yalour ; 
N:.. _r | ofa 


—_— 


(i) 
ofa Nation, whenthey muſt ſtandin feare of pillo- 
ring, ſcaffolding, and the like puniſhments , itmakes 
en robeof bale ſpirits. 


Now wy Lards, to jimbaſe the Kings Coyne,if it 
be but ſixc pence,or twelve pence, 'tis treaſon by the 
Law ,and aman muſt die for it; what is it then to im- 
baſcour ſpitits,my Lords*truly it.isamacter of gicat 
Importance. | | | | 


_ Fifthly it doth diſable the King , and makes him 
unkr ro deale with forraigne enemies, for every one 
thinkesto ſlip his necke out of the Cellar, when he 
ſhall be forcedro its | 


_ Thefixt Confidermtionisgthatiir isagainſt the Co- 
venant betwixt che King and his people. 


Before imy-Lords I ſpoke-of aLegall Oath, but 
now, Tipeake of aperionall, for we ſweare our allce 
gcancetohim, ang/he the maintenance of our Lawes- 
t&© 05; ME iy0ur.laisband, and-we his wite ; he 15 our 
Father, and wehis;children : heys 80 maintaine our 
liberties ; 294 4vc Jais IDigaitics, and ourgdutics. 


And my Lords flizeT berg was condemned and - 
executed, for breaking the foe) Oath :'My Lords, 
Tae e Ae 
1yerfor vigdating.that atthe King - 
had taken ih Subjects, lwfioes, "Neb , nl | 


. 


"T6 

Ah what an unfortunate man hen Is che Prifaner 
at the Barre, that hath in all his Counſels, jn all his 
words, in all his actions , brokea ;the. Kings Oath, 
and. as much. as in him lay violently palwaded the 


King to cquatenanice him'in' all his aGions # 


The ſevemthconſigeration is this. my Lords, it is- 
againſt theend of government, for theend of govern- 
ment is to preſerve men in their eſtates, lives, and li-. 
berties, bur an Arbitrary power deſtroygs all this:the 
end of govertiment is to advance vertue and good- 
neſſe,and ro puniſh vice=,butthischeriſherh all difor- 

1 


Now my Lords, I come to ſhew the 'yanitie of his 
excuſes, that he hath made forhimlſelfe, | 


Thefirſt is the libertie of giving Counſell, being 
a Counſctlor, trae my Lords,he haththis vere iber 


ics bounded within irs liſts,8& it myſt be ſuch a Coun- 
{c11as.muft Gtand with the ſacred Majeſty, & the "7 
 ſperity and weale of his SubjeRs, for if Counſell be 
bad, it poyſonsrhe Conſciences of -Princes,it infe&s 
thcir cares, for all' Government procceds from the 
| Pxince,as from a Fountaine ; nowif thefonntaine be 
poyſoned, how cantheſtreames befreee © 7 * | 
6 © Eerie Far on is, that hee hopes your Lordſhips 
willbe'carcfull ro feature yourpoſteriticz and 'norta 
Admit of this aS-Treaſons © rs 


My. 


| (3 * 
My Lords, I know your Lordſhips will; be carefull 
to ſecure your {elyes, but by your vertues , not by 


=” 


your vices." 


Thethird excuſe is,the goodneſle of his intentiqns: 
truly, my Lords, good and evill lye cloſe together, 
not eaſily to be diſcerned,if they be naturall corrup- 
tions, but for Murthers, Adultery, Rapines,and Trea- 
ſons,theſe are ſo monſtrous, that they may eaſily be 
diſtinguiſhed. | 


And 1cannot be perſ{waded that ever hee intended 
well, that aQed fo ill, | 


The fourth excuſe is the Kings neceſſities. 


My Lords this neceffity came from his owne coun- 
{cls, 


A fifth excuſe is,that it was for the Kings honour, 
and the maintenance.of-the Kings power. 


My Lords,it hath beenedeglared into you, that 
the Kings power doth nor extend tq any thingagainſt 
Law,by which hee hath ſworne to rale us, andto 
maintaine our Libertics and priviledges for us, and - 
this:hacth beene declared by five Parliaments and atlo 
will appeare inthe caſe ofthe Bitition of: Right zand ' 
inthe caſe of Ship-money, 


"Afixtis, that hee adviſed the King todoe it with 
= $4 moderation - 


| nad 1, 
" -> 
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OY 
moderation and reparation. 


My Lords this is a contradiftion,for there can bee 
no reparationfor this. . 


The ſeventh excuſe is, that no horrid fa&s: did fol- 
low his Counſels: truly my Lords we thanke God, 
his Gacrcd Majcſty, and his wiſe Counſell forthar,or 
elle God knowes what fearctull rhings would have 
befallcn us, nor are we free fromitas yer, 


To conclude, now my Lords,give meleave to en- 
treate you to conſider the Treaſons ordinarily praRti= 
ſed, when thea&tis done, they ceaſeas in killing that- 
noble King of Frexce, and the ſeverall plots againſt 

Ceaberh, bur this treaſon. of my Lord of 


Queene 


Straffards ,is a ſtanding treaſon, which when it had | 
beene done, it had been permanent from generation: 


to generation. 


And now my Lords, theſc Lawes thit hee would 
have overthrown, muſt now be his Iudges,and hee is 
to be jude'd by Law, aud: that law will have marke 
enough of itrodelſcribe it,for it isa Law againſt fuch + 
as breake the fundamentall Law of the Kingdome, 


And my Lords give me cave toinforme-you that © 
under favour this is not to-make anew way for bloud, - 
nor is the. crime of Treaſonin my Lord of Strafford ' 
the leſſe, becauſe none would venture upon ſuch a 


Fo nn. 


() 

But my Lords , for the making' of our Charge | 

l good by Law, as wee have fully 
proved it by y Teſtimony 7p muſt - 


reſort to Counſel! with the - 
houſe of Commons ; 


and rſt to your 


"—_= 


